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57} ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a novel process for the manufacture
of mouldings, especially contact lenses, in which a soluble
prepolymer comprising crosslinkable groups is crosslinked
in solution, and also to mouldings, especially contact lenses,
obtainable in accordance with that process. The present
invention relates also to novel prepolymers that can be used
in the process according to the invention, especially deriva-
tives of a polyvinyl alcohol having a molecular weight of at
least about 2000 that, based on the number of hydroxy
groups of the polyvinyl alcohol, comprise from approxi-
mately 0.5 to approximately 80% of units of formula I
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wherein
R is lower alkylene having up to 8 carbon atoms,
R! is hydrogen or lower alkyl and

R? is an olefinically unsaturated, electron-attracting,
copolymerisable radical preferably having up to 25
carbon atoms, to crosslinked polymers, either homo- or
co-polymers of those novel prepolymers, to processes
for the preparation of the novel prepolymers and the
homo- and co-polymers obtainable therefrom, to moul-
dings made from the said homo- or co-polymers, espe-
cially contact lenses made from those homo- or co-
polymers, and to processes for the manufacture of
contact lenses using the said homo- or co-polymers.
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